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BELIEVE it or nol, there is help available
for migrant women caught s anwanted
pregnancy and are overstaying in Hong
Kong. PathFinders, a registered char-
ity ran mosily by women staft, have been
helping {oreign domestic helpers who find
themselves entangled in a web of prob-
lenis associnled with expecting a child out
of wedlock.

Hong Kong News sat down with Kylie
Uebergang, the group's co-founder and
director one aflernoon as she tatked about
the services offered by PathFinders. They
can be reached at 5190-4886 or through
ematl  at  help@hongkong-pathfinders.
com.

Hong Kong News: What is PathFinders?
Kylie Uehergang: 1t helps women who
give birth to babies in Hong Kong includ-
ing those who overstay their visas, 1t helps
them find a future for their family. We

aim to help women (o go home to a place
where they have a right Lo work.

HEN: Right now how many women are
you helping?
KU: Right now we probably know about
100 women in Hong Koug that fail ino
this category. Different NGOs (non-gov-
ernmenl organizations) have estimated
that there are probably 500-1,000 women
thai have babies in Houg Kong every year.
I'm not saying that they all overstay and
1'm not saying that they’re all out of wed-
fock, and T'm not saying that they're all
wixed race, But probably a lot of those do
fall into that category.

We look at our clients in terms of those

- whe are willing to take steps and make

plans to build a stronger fulure: And those
who are terrified-they just have a certain
amount of limited support in Hong Kong
and they don’t want to make any moves,
they just stay here and wait. They're ter-
sified o go home they made claims with

Connaught Travel Lid.

Book Now for
L EASTER HOLIDAYS

Roundtrip Airfare:
Manila 8820 54
Cahu 51060 54
Clark 720 5J
Bangkaok §1250 KQ
Jakarta $1300 Bl
Surabaya  $1320 ]
Taipei $1250 TG
Takyo $1450 CZ
Beijing $2300 -~ CZ
Sydney $3480 MH
Langon 83160 CA
Las Vagas S4880 A4
Vancouver $3200 MU
Toronta $8B50 AA

Tel: 2544 1531

www.connaughi-travel.com.hk

China Visa / Hotel / Travel Insurance / Car Rental
Call NOW for more destinations!
iobile: 6801 2481 {Bee) 9023 7554 (Rosan)

4/F Chung Hing Commercial Building, 82-83 Connaught Hoad, Central, Hong Kong
Sunday : 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

PR

‘%@N

Special Package:
Boracay kln) 52580 PR
Cebu 3D 2980 X
Denpsar 30 $2600  MH
Piuket 3D £2480 KA
Koh Samui 40 £2B20 PG
Sanya 3D $1880 U0
Saigen 30 51648 UA
‘Kuala Lumpur 3D $1680 MH
Siem Reap 3D §2350 VN
Beijing a0 §2150 UO
Shangai 30 $1318 MU
Tapei 3D %1588 BR
Tokyo 3D 83250 GX
Seoul 30 52890 CX

Licence Ne. 350440

the UN (United Nations) or with the im-
migration department for torture. There's
probably 40 clients out of [ say 100 thar
arg actively thinking ahout their future.

W are haping to provide infermation so
that they can make better decisions about
their future. There’s probably about 60 that
we know out there, we've met them, but
they arc not willing to make any moves
in the future,

HEN: Arc most of these woren aver-
staying?

K.U: Eighty-five percent of our clients
have overstayed their visa, And if they
don’t oversiay they senerally go home and
have their babies which means they've not
afraid to tell their families they're preg-
nant, And semetimes (hey're pregnant
with the husband at home,

We help women ideally becanse we
want to find the best futare for the chitd
and the way to do that is w keep the
mother sarning money because she is the
provider. Migrant women are a very com-
meon part of the socio-economic stractures
particularly in Indonesia and the Philip-
pines. So if we can find a way to help that
woman number one stay legal, if she's il-
legal make her legal.

HKN: How do you do that?

KU: I shes averstayed, we encourage
her wo surrender to the inunigration depart-
ment. We go with her. So once you surren-
der we can then take you to the hospital,
make sure the baby's healihy, we can help
you get immunization for the child, (and)
we can help you think about what you
want to do in the future. But the key is we
have to make you legal in order for s ta
figure out what opticns are out there.

HEN: Will they not be charged if they
surrender to the immigration depariment?
KU: Generally, yes. For overstayed, the
immigration department will investipate.
Bul generaily in our expcricncc' a preg-
nan! woman would probably be released
straight away on account of her being
pregnant. If vou overstay for a few months
you'd probably get a suspended sentence.
Aguin depending on where 1t 18 in erms
of your pregnancy and the leniency of the

judge and how remorseful you are-we i
Juag ¥ ¥

and help you get a suspended sentence.
Bui sometimes, louch woond, we haven't
had any women who'd been charged and
had to serve time in prison.

Again, once you overstayed, surrcnder.
Then you get investigated. Then you get
charged, Then after you're churged vou
either go to prison ar go home. Now the
only thing that will stop that from hap-

pening is if somewhere along the way you
make a toriure elaim or UN claim then it
stops the imvestigation, Once that shield
is taken away, you've back on that other
part. You get limited support and you're
not forced to leave. Part of the problem 1s
that domestic workers who’ve come into
Hong Kong on working contracts and only
once they've been terminated from those
contracts do they then make imimigration
claims or torture or UN claims, Because
they came in and they worked for however
long, it doesn’t look like they are the sort
of people who shoald be applying for tor-
tuee claims or refugee claims but they do.
So there’s an abuse of that sysiem.

HEN: Arz there many of your clienis who
have applied for torture?

KU: There are other 60 people who are
not willing to make the next move, most
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ol them have made UN and torture claims.
The immigration department has advised
us that in 2009 up unti! November, there’s
about 350 ex-domestic helpers who've
made torture claims. Now we don'l
know how many of those have made UN
claims,

A lot of these domestic helpers are pair-
ing up witk other IS8 (International Social
Service) clients so then the other 1SS cli-
enis say ‘now we're gonna have a baby
and T have a givMfriend and she wants 1o
make a claim as well,” S0 I35 then has to
extend their care (o this new family. Un-
fortunately, the migrant mother and the
baby then eventually make torture claims
because that's the only way that they
would gel any support. That is an abuse of
that system and.it’s creating quite a hottle-
neck. The government has just approved
and recently implemented precedures ©
et torture claims get moving again. 11's
been frozes for 12 months and now what
is happening is that every claimant is hay-
ing aceess (© 0 lawyer and that lawyer will
then go in (o the interview process with
the immigration department, The fact that
in the last few yewss it's been quile casy Lo
stay in that system for a fong time - the
UN’s been a differcnt system and they are
processing them much faster. The people
are being rejected much faster but the
torture claims system, it's been very bot-
tleneck. That's gonna change so that's no
longer gonna be a shield. Soon enough,
that systcm will start kicking people oul
when il siarts assessing and rejecting and
it hias been doing thal today. So as far as
we'te concerned it's even more urgenl for
us 1o help Lhis women look at longerm
plan Tor the baby and her family. And as
tervifiad as she maybe about elling her
family and ahout going home and ahow
the lack of support, those we the issues
that we’re really rying 1o have our focus
on and find ways 1o support her in getring
answers to those questions.

HEKN: Are mast of your clients Filipinos
or Indongsians?

KU: We're 50-30 for awhiie then but a lot
of our clients come from referrals from
other clients. OF late, the last few months,
it seams that we're getling more and more
referrals from Indonesians. T don't know if
that's a sign of a higger picture or whether
Lhat’s just because we've gelting referrals
from Tndonestans. We're gonna see over
the naxt year as we hopefully apen up an
office in Kowloon within 2010, We’re try-
ing to lake it 10 the pext level of exposura.
And once we have more exposure and can
do a hit more networking and narketing,
it’s going Lo be easier to see whelher the
trend 5 continued for Tndonesians o he
the ones that are getting into this situa-
{1o1.

HEN: Are all these pregnancies out of
wedlock?

KU: Al of these pregnancies except for
about one have been out of wedlock. Al
of these pregnancies except for (wo have
been mixed-race. There’s probably 15 per-
cent (hat are single women and found their
partner here. It's not infidelity or unything
Itke that.

HEN: What arc the norinal circumnstances
of these women?

KU: Well, normally you mect a guy in the
park ard he's a nice guy and you see him
o a Sunday. .a bit of sweet talk, and then
you get pregaant und then you tell him,
and you don’t see him aguin,

HKN; 50 that means they don't normally
practice sale sex?

KU: Thal is one of the areas that we
kaven’t seen pushed further ar rimes, you
know you dleserve lo protect yourself. This
is not an answer having a child out of wed-
lock when you're alrcady wying to strug-
ala to raise your family. And most of these
pregnancies are definitely unplanned so
a bil of contraception and vnderstanding
about usserting your sexual rights - we're
not saying don’t have sex bul protect your-
self not just from pregnancy.

HEKN: Are majorily of these women mar-
ried? ‘
KU A lot of them are married and sepa-
rated. Filipinos kend {0 be more late 205 or
over 30s and married,

HEN: What do they do with their habies
herc?

KU: Some of them can take the babies
heme. {t's definitely an advantage for the
woman if she gives hirth safely o a baby
and then a few months later tukes the baby
home as opposed o arriving home six
months pregnant. Some women choose
adaption, sume women choose staying

here, working illegally, getting someone,

lo look after their baby and that’s highly
risky.

Ultimately in the longer term we would
love to be of help w these women figure
out how to make livelihoods when they get
heme, Beeause sending home the mother
and a baby that is not acceptable, is gonna
be ostracized in the communily, is not a
good solution. But sending a motier so
site could set up a small business and look
after her child Is a better soluzion,

HEN: What do most of your Filipino chi-
eits choose to do when they gel involved
n unwanted pregnancy here?

K Most of them take their babies home.
Only one of them chose adaption,

HKN: How lenient is the Hong Keng
government to migrant women in this type
of situation?
KU 1t's very segmented by dcpanmem‘
With the immigration departiment, if a
woman is indeed pregnant, they more of-
ten that not seem to alfow her once she's
surtendered not detain her, just keep an
eye on her, get her (o report cvery week
or something like that. So they're showing
lenieney there but ultimately they’re pro-
gressing through the procedures that ey
have to go to get hier 1o be deported. The
social welfare department (and) the hospi-
tab system-I think they require the woman
1o have documentation,

Hospirals requirc the woman 1o be under
a legal working contract in order to give
her medical assistance. Some hospitals are
more lenient but there are no rules.
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